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CHAPTBE   XXXI.
THE BATTLE   OF  AGRA.
^
THE column was to enter Agra about eight o'clock, and
to encamp on the great parade ground. Long before tfeat
hour all the English were assembled at the Uminer Sing
gate to see the troops march by, and the same object
had brought out half the population of the city. Along
the road and on the ravines there was assembled one of
the largest crowds I ever beheld. As far as the eye
could reach there was a sea of caps and turbans.
There is .always a delay in crossing a river. The
hour had long passed, and we were beginning to fear
the entrance of the column had been postponed, when
we noticed a movement among the crowd, and that they
were turning their heads towards the city. Looking
ourselves in that direction we perceived the long necks
and swinging loads of a file of camels just appearing
round the furthest bastion. Before them marched a
band of soldiers, tall dark men with long beards, and
wearing such enormous turbans as nearly concealed their
faces. The beards and turbans gave them a very wild
and fierce appearance, an appearance quite in harmony
with what little we could see of their countenances.
These soldiers we learnt were the famous Sikhs. We
regarded them with much curiosity, as also did the native
crowd, and apparently with some apprehension as well,